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Current Agricultural Operations Usage 

The agricultural areas of the property comprise about ¾ of an acre.  About ¼ acre of this agricultural 

area is a mature apple orchard.  The other ½ agricultural area is primarily planted with organic annual 

vegetables, and rotational cover crops.  Other plantings include flowering plants to attract and support 

bees and other beneficial or endangered insects such as the Monarch butterfly.  Fertilizers used are: 

1. Tillage of legume and other cover crops such as oats, cow peas, soy, clover, field peas, millet, 

winter rye 

2. Organic Liquid fertilizers applied directly to the crops 

3. Pelletized organic fertilizer from composted vegetation, chicken, horse and cow manure 

4. Decomposing mulch of bark, straw and other vegetation 

Two greenhouses, fences and crop covering structures are used to start and protect crops from cold and 

animal damage.  This is how the property has been maintained for many years, going back decades to 

before the current owner acquired it. 

Agricultural Management Plan 

The agricultural management plan is to continue operations using current practices and methods.  This 

approach will continue mitigate the following concerns: 

1. Noise and use of mechanized equipment – Walk behind tractors and electrical mowers are 

being used which are as quiet or quieter than residential riding mowers and gas fired push lawn 

mowers. 

2. Odor – Most fertilizers used are already composted. Those that are not are composted in bins 

with layers of vegetation that minimize odors 

3. Waste disposal – Organic material is composted and used for mulch 

4. Spreading of manure – Manure is pre-composted before spreading 

5. Application of fertilizers and pesticides – Continue current practices: 

a. Tillage of legume and other cover crops such as oats, cow peas, soy, clover, field peas, 

millet, winter rye 

b. Organic Liquid fertilizers applied directly to the crops 

c. Pelletized organic fertilizer from composted vegetation, chicken, horse and cow manure 

d. Decomposing mulch of bark, straw and other vegetation 

e. Limited application of organic pesticides, with garlic, red pepper and other safe 

substances used on a limited basis only when needed 




